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A SECOND .LETTER,
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British Museum, April 4- 1849.

My Logrp,

In a Letter which I lately addressed to you as Chair-
man of the Commission on the British Museum, I restricted
myself to the statement of some general principles regarding
the management of the Library of Printed Books, and sup-
ported them by some statistical details.

As the principles then set forth were partly the result of
my own experience in the management of a department in the
Museum, strengthened by various authorities I had consulted
for the purpose of correcting any misapprehension into which
I might have fallen, I think it advisable to lay before your
Lordship, in a second Letter, some of the facts and observ-
ations which I have collected, and which appear to sup-
port my views, though at the risk of bringing forward some
facts already known to the Commissioners.

I may premise that the existence of good Catalogues of
the works in the Library, and easy access to the books, are
of vital importance to me in performing my duties in the
Museum; and I am fully aware that they must be equally
desirable to all engaged in similar pursuits, as well as to those
who are occupied in any literary undertaking. I feel, con-
sequently, that I am merely fulfilling a duty to the depart-
ment over which I preside, and to the public, whose servant
I am, in doing what I can to render the Library useful.
I may also, I hope, be excused for observing that, though
much valuable information may be obtained from literary
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logue.” It was wholly executed by Mr. Thomas Shiells,
one of the Assistant-Librarians, and is rather closely printed
in double columns.

20. H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex’s Library, Kensington
Palace. — Bibliotheca Sussexiana: a Descriptive Catalogue,
accompanied by Historical and Biographical Notices of the
Manuscripts and Printed Books contained in the Library.
By T. J. Pettigrew.” 3 vols. 4to. 1827—1839.

The first volume contains the Manuscripts, the two others
the Printed Books; all three are limited to Theology. The
Manuscripts, Bibles, and Theological Works are classed
according to the language in which they are written or
printed.

21. Earl Spencer's Library at Althorp.—  Bibliotheca
Spenceriana; or, a Descriptive Catalogue of the Books
printed in the Fifteenth Century. By the Rev. Thomas
Frognall Dibdin:” 4 vols. 8vo. 1814, 1815.

This work is accompanied by an Index of Authors and of
Editions.

22. The Earl of Ellesmere’s Library at Bridgewater House.
— ¢ A Catalogue, Biographical and Critical, of the Early
English Literature forming a Portion of this Library, by
J. Payne Collier,” was printed in a single volume 4to in
1837. It is furnished with an Index of Subjects, and each
work is illustrated with biographical remarks and notes, and
often with facsimiles.

23, Sir Richard Colt Hoare's Library at Stourhead,
Wilts.— A Catalogue of this Library was privately printed
entitled, ¢ Catalogue of the Hoare Library at Stourhead,
Co. Wilts.” 8vo. London, 1840.

It was prepared by Mr. J. B. Nichols, and contains  the
greater part of Sir R. Colt Hoare’s Catalogue of the works
relative to the History and Topography of England, Wales,
Scotland, and Ireland ;” privately printed in 1815.

The works are classed under 16 heads.

B
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J. B. Audiffredi, the Chief Librarian. It stopped at the
letter K, after being 27 years in the press. It is printed in
double columns. The author’s name is often followed by a
very short biographical notice, indicating the date of his birth,
death, &c. To the Catalogue are prefixed the rules used in
forming it, and the place of each book in the Library is
marked after its title. At the end of each letter is an
Appendix of the new works received.*

In the Dedication occur, amongst others, the following
reasons for printing the work : —

« Beatissime Pater, intelligebamus Tibi, qui Religionis a
Deo institute supremus antistes sis, omnino deberi Catalogum
ejus Bibliothece, qui veluti armamentarium quoddam instruc-
tissimum Religionis esset; quemque eam ob rem et adornari
curavimus, et typis sane non inelegantibus imprimi voluimus,
tum ut ipsius Bibliothec® usus facilior fructuosiorque eis pre-
sertim, qui ad ipsam ventitarent, efficeretur ; tum ut ejusdem
utilitas vel in remotissimas mundi plagas, ope ipsius Catalogi,
quodammodo permanaret.” — p. vi.

In the Preface, p. xviii., the author observes: “ In Catalogo
hoc conscribendo non tam propositum nobis fuit studiosos do-
cere de summa librorum in nostra Bibliotheca exstantium (quod
vel facere solent Bibliopole), quam eorum, qui in Bibliothe-
cam conveniunt, commodo prospicere. Eam ob rem non tam
ipsa volumina, quam eorum partes, varieque eorum editiones,
varia denique loca, ex quibus ez peti possent, indicanda nobis
fuere. Hinc consequens erat, ut vel res, qua parvi momenti
alicui forsan videatur, Epistola puta, Diploma, vel Epigramma,
nonnunquam tribus quatuorve in locis exstare indicaretur.”

2. Catalogus Bibliographicus Librorum in Bibliotheca Aca-
demi@ Theresiane extantium (a Josepho de Gastori digestus);
cum Indice triplici. 13 vols. 4to. Viennz, 1802—1806.

This Catalogue presents a Classed List, not only of all the

® It may be remarked that M. Brunet, who finds great fault with Dibdin and
Lowndes for their inaccuracy, makes two mistakes with respect to this Catalogue,
He says it is by P. Audiffredi, instead of J. B.; and that it leaves off at J, in-
stead of K (edit. 3 1820, p. 348.) : but he too is sometimes very inaccurate about
Christian names, &c.
B 2
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matiére, comme toutes éditions de la Bible, toutes celles des
Péres, tous les livres d’Histoire, de Médicine, des Belles
Lettres,” &ec.

4. Catalogue des Livres de la Bibliothéque du Conseil d Etat.
Par A. A. Barbier. 2 vols. folio. An. xi. (1803).

This collection contains 10,051 titles, arranged im classes.
M. Barbier observes: ¢ On a adopté, pour 'impression de ce
Catalogue, un classement méthodique des ouvrages, qui pré-
sente beaucoup plus de difficultés, mais aussi beaucoup plus
d’avantages, que l'ordre alphabétique des auteurs. En effét
un Catalogue rangé de cette dernier maniére, avec quelque
érudition et quelque exactitude qu'il soit composé, n’est autre
chose qu’un dictionnaire.” — Avertissement, p. 1.

5. Catalogus Librorum impressorum Bibliothece Regie Aca-
demie Upsaliensis. (P. F. Aurivillius.) 3 vols. 4to. Up-
salie, 1814.

The first and second volumes contain an Alphabetical List
of the Books and Music in the Library, under the authors’
names, preceded by some interesting historical and biblio-
graphical notices; the third, the Bibles, Transactions of Aca-
demies, Journals, and anonymous Publications, arranged in
classes, according to the subjects. It was published by sub-
scription ; the king, Charles XIIIL., taking 10 copies, and
there were 133 other subscribers. It is said to contain
50,000 volumes, and more than 20,000 works.

The third Appendix gives a List of the works in the Royal
Society of Upsal not in the University Library.

I will also cite some more recent Catalogues of Foreign
Libraries: —

1. Catalogue de la Bibliothéque Publique de Genéve, rédigé par
Louis Vaucher. 1 vol. 8vo. Geneva, 1834.

This is a Classed Catalogue, containing 20,000 titles; accom-
b 3]
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panied by an Index of Authors, with very short distinctive
titles, and a second one of anonymous works. It was
edited by M. Vaucher, the honorary Librarian, assisted by
a commission consisting of the Professors of the University
and two booksellers.

M. Vaucher observes: ¢ Comme la premiére condition
qu’il faut remplir pour faciliter 'usage d’'une Bibliothéque est
de faire connoitre & ceux qui la fréquentent les secours qu’
elle peut leur fournir, ils ont accordé les fonds nécessaires pour
couvrir les frais dimpression du Catalogue qui est publié
aujourd’hui.” — p. xxi.

The Catalogue was some years in preparation: but it must
be recollected that all, except the writing out of the titles
(which was done by three theological students in two years),
was dependent on the voluntary assistance of persons who had
other arduous occupations ; and that their labours were not to
be published on their responsibility, though they must have
been best acquainted with the wants of the persons studying
the sciences which they professed, but submitted to the editor-
ship of a single person, who was not appointed until six years
after the copying of the titles was finished, and who wished
to have a uniformity in the Catalogue which is not easily
attainable, nor, in my mind, very essential.

2. Katalog der Commerz-Bibliothek in Hamburg, 1841. 4to.
Hamburg. Erste Fortsetzung, 1844.

This is a Classed Catalogue, containing about 30,000
works, very minutely divided, with rather long titles, and an
Alphabetical Index of Authors. It is very neatly printed in
double columns. The Library is open from 11 to 3, and is
under the care of two Librarians.

There are four preceding Catalogues of this Library, viz. :
1st, 1750; 2d, 1762; 3d, 1771; 4th, 1789.

3. Moller (J. H.): Catalogus Librorum tam Msstor. quam im-
pressor. qui Jussu D. Augusti Ducis Sazxo-Gothani a b.
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Seetzenio in Oriente emti in Bibliotheca Gotham asservantur.
2 Partes. Goths, 1826. 4to.

4. Neumann(J. G.): Verzeichniss der Biicher der Oberlausitz
Gesellschaft. 2 Bde. Gorl 1819. 8vo. 32,000 volumes.
Gorlitz.

5. Besser (J. F.): Verzeichniss der Bibliothek d. Giistrowsch.
Domschule. 2 Hefte. Giistrow, 1810—1816. 4to. 14,000
volumes.

6. Verz. der Biicher Samml. der Clubbs des Freundschaft.
Hamb. 1844. 8vo. 5000 volumes.

7. Catal. der Bibliothek der Juristischen Lesegesellschaft in
Hamburg. Hamb. 1842. 8vo.

8. Catal. der Bibliothek der Harmonie zu Hamburg. Hamb.
1837. 8vo. Fortsetz. i. and ii. 1839—1841. 8vo.

9. Catalogus Librorum qui in Bibliothecd Universitatis Lit-
terarie Frederice Gulielme Berolinensis adservantur (M.
Pinder). Berolini, 1839. Supplement, 1842.

This is a Classed Catalogue, with an Index of Authors,
containing 6200 titles, printed in double columns. The

Supplement contains about 2000 additional works.

10. Verz. der Bibliothek der Kon. Miirk. Oekonom. Gesellsch. in
Potsdam. Potsdam, 1828. 8vo. 2. Aufl. 1830. 3. Aufl.
1836. 8vo.

11. Neubronner (W.): Verz. der wichtigst. Werke der Stadt-
bibliothek zu Ulm. TUlm, 1842, 4to. 20,000 volumes,

12. Catalogus Librorum Bibliothece Tigurine. 6 tom. Tigur.
1744—1809. 8vo. Zurich. 50,000 volumes.

13. Verz. System. der bei der Justiz-Canzlei fundirt. Jurist.
Bibliothek. Hannov. 1807. 8vo.

14. Catalogus Libror. qui in Bibliotheca Acad. Lausannensi
asservantur, Auct. Ph. Vicat. 1792. 8vo. Supp. i.—iii.

Laus. 1800—1829. 8vo.
B 4
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15. Katalog der Mandatarialsbibliotheken zu Linz u. Steyer.
11. Aufl. Linz, 1843. 8vo.

16. Verzeichniss der Biichersammlung des Gewerbevereins zu
Dresden.  Dresden, 1842. 8vo. Fortsetzung i. 1842.
8vo.

17. Sinner (J. R.): Catalogus Libror. impressor. Bibliothece
Bernens. 2 tom.8vo. Bern. 1764. Supplementa ad Ca-
talog. 8vo. 1784; ed.2. auct. Bern. 1812. 8vo. 40,000
volumes of printed books, 20,000 MSS.

The Town and Burgher Library of Berne is under the care
of a Librarian, an Under-Librarian, and an Attendant. 500
persons use the Reading-room, and about 2000 books are
lent out in the year. (Petz. Adr. 1848, 19.)

18. Catalog der Lyceums Lesevereins- Bibliothek in Constanz.
Const. 1833. 8vo. 14,000 volumes.

19. Katalog der Bibliothek der technischen Bildungsanstalt
zu Dresden. Dresden, 1843. 8vo. 3000 volumes.

20. Verzeichniss systemat. der Biichersammlung der Oeko-
nomischen Gesellschaft in Konigreiche Sachsen. Dresd.
1822. 8vo. 2500 works, in 7500 or 8000 volumes and
parts.

21. Katalog der Biblioth. des K. Preuss. Ober-appellat. u. hich-
sten Gerichts zu Greifswald (bes. von T. H. Sonnenschmidt).
Strals. 1844. 8vo.

22. Katalog der Aarauischen Kantonsbibliothek. Aar. 1825,
8vo. Mit 1 Fortsetzungen, 1827-—1843. 60,000 volumes.

23. Verzeichniss der zur k. Kanzleibibliothek in Baireuth geho-
rigen Biicher. Bair., 1798. 8vo. Desgleichen in dem J. 1801,
1804, 1809, 1825, 1844. 14,000 vols. Petz.; 25,000,
Ebert.

24. Catalogue des Livres composant la Bibliothéque de la Ville
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de Bordeaux (par J. B. Monbalon). 5 vols. 8vo. Paris,

1830—1842.

This is a Classed Catalogue. The first volume contains
“ Sciences and Arts,” comprising nearly 10,000 titles; the
second, ‘° Histoire,” with rather more than 9000 titles; the
third, “Jurisprudence,” with 3800 titles ; the fourth, ¢ Belles
Lettres,” with 5000 titles, and a Supplement to this Part
printed in 1847 ; the fifth, ¢ Théologie,” with 8500 titles.
It is very neatly and distinctly printed at the Royal Printing-

office. The places the books occupy in the Library follow
the titles.

25. Gonod: Catalogue de la Bibliothéque de la Ville de Cler-
mont-Ferrand.

26. Licquet (Theod.): Catalogue de la Bibliothéque de la
Ville de Rouen. Rouen, 1830. 8vo. Confined to Belles
Lettres.

27. Ducoin (P. A. A.): Catalogue des Livres que renferme la
Bibliothéque Publique de la Ville de Grenoble, classés mé-
thodiquement. 3 vols. 8vo. Grenoble, 1831—1839.

This work is closely printed in double columns, and con-
tains 28,872 titles, followed by a full Alphabetical Index of
the works, under the authors’ names.

Il mangnait 4 la Bibliothéque un Catalogue imprimé, et
qui présentait dans un ordre méthodique le détail des ri-
chesses qu’elle renferme. Cette ouvrage a été commencé
depuis 1826, en exécution d'une déliberation prise par la
commission administrative le 10 Janvier de la méme année.”

For Catalogues of other Foreign Libraries, consult T. H.
Horne’s Introduction to the Study of Bibliography, vol. ii.
p- 564.; Petzholdt’s Adressbuch deutscher Bibliotheken, Dres-
den, 1848. 8vo. &c.

The latter, under the head of each Library, gives a list of
many such partial Catalogues, often prepared by the first men
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in the country, for the respective Parts. From his interesting
and very accurate work, we learn that the Berlin Library has
printed and published fifteen such works, the Royal Library
of Dresden fourteen or fifteen, and the Gottingen University
Library five.

But though it may not be the usual custom of large Foreign
Libraries to print their General Catalogues (deterred, pro-
bably, in the larger, by the question of expense), yet I can
assert from experience that most of them (the German, in
particular) have excellent manuscript Catalogues for the use
of their Librarians. Mr. Panizzi informs us that there is a
Classed and an Alphabetical Catalogue, containing between
200,000 and 300,000 articles, in the Géottingen Library,
which is nearly kept up with the accessions. (Rep. Comm. B. M.
1836, ii. 399. 397.) On the other hand, I think I have shown,
by the foregoing account, that it is the established custom of
English Librarians to publish Catalogues. Whether the Li-
brary is as large as the Bodleian, a private collection of conse-
quence like Mr. Grenville’s or your Lordship’s own, or only a
small Library such as that of a Mechanics’ Institution, the
printing of the Catalogue is, in the opinion of its librarian,
committee, or proprietor, a sine qua non. It may be a na-
tional peculiarity, perhaps (as I have been told) a weakness
or even a folly, but it is one which I hope to see con-
tinued, and followed out at the British Museum, with the
addition of Classed Catalogues of the several departments of
literature.

That there is no extraordinary difficulty in producing Cata-
logues of Libraries which are in progress of enlargement
is, I think, proved by the fact, that many such Catalogues
bave been actually formed; which is a far more convincing
argument than volumes of reasons why they cannot possibly
be made. For example, there have been published two Ca-
talogues of the printed books in the Museum, three of the
books of the Bodleian Library ; and many smaller Libraries
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have followed the same cxample, while others publish from
time to time a supplement.

Mr. Baber, in his Report to the Trustees, dated 26th April,
1834, appears not to have foreseen any difficulty “in the con-
struction of a Catalogue which it is intended should em-
brace the entire number of the printed works in the Museum,
yielding at least 300,000 titles,” for he states: *Should the
Trustees deem it expedient that a new Alphabetical Catalogue
upon the plan above specified should be begun without delay,
and executed in the shortest time possible that the work,
to be accurately and in every respect creditably performed,
would admit of, it could only be done by appointing a
competent officer of the Printed-book Department, to be exclu-
sively occupied upon this work, aided by three sufficiently
gualified assistants, one of whom should be well versed in
the German and other northern languages; and by further
placing at their disposal the whole series of the titles as at
present transcribed. In this state the titles or slips might be
sent to the press.

¢ Mr. Panizzi’s age, activity of mind, and various literary
acquirements, eminently qualify him as the superintending
officer of this work, which employment he would cheerfully
accept, and engage to accomplish in five or six years from its
commencement, provided that he should have the assistance of
three well-educated young men, such as the gentlemen employed
upon the Catalogues, under Mr. Forshall’s superintendence, in
the Manuscript Department. If this extensive and desirable
work were thus taken in hand, Mr. Baber feels that it would
be performed creditably to the parties engaged upon it, and
hence to the satisfaction of the Trustees; be eminently useful
to the public, and worthy to rank with the most celebrated
production of its kind.

¢ If the Catalogue should be three years in going through
the press, it would have proceeded with as much despatch as
it ought, consistently with its being performed correctly and
creditably.” — Rep. Sel. Comm. Brit. Mus., App. ii. 536, 537.
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The late Mr. John Cochran, in giving evidence before the
Select Committee in 1836 (see Rep. Sel. Comm. B. M., ii.
278.), stated that there was no difficulty in preparing either an
Alphabetical or Classed Catalogue, or both simultaneously.
He observes:

“T would first catalogue the books in the order in which
they are upon the shelves, making two copies of each title. T
would then arrange one set of titles alphabetically, and at the
same time place the other set in the classes to which they
belong, so that they could go on simultaneously. The only
additional expense of classing the Catalogue would be the
second transcription of the titles.”

To give some idea of the importance which the German
booksellers attach to Catalogues, both alphabetical and classed,
I may mention that they publish, half-yearly or quarterly,
lists of all the Grerman works which have appeared in the pre-
ceding period. I have nearly regularly sent to me three such
works, viz. :

1. Thun’s Neues Biicherverschaffungen. 8vo. This is an
Alphabetical Catalogue which appears quarterly, and is pre-
ceded by a classed list of the works.

2. Verzeichniss der Bucher, Landkarter, u.s.w. 12mo.

3. Viertel-Jahrs Catalog alle neuen Erscheinungen in Feld
der Litteratur in Deutschland. 8vo.

The two latter are both published by Heinrich of Leipsic;
the former appears twice a year, with the books arranged in
alphabetical order, and with a Classed Index of Subjects; the
latter comes out every three months, with the titles systema-
tically arranged in twenty-three scctions, and is furnished
with an Alphabetical Index of Authors and Subjects. The
Catalogues are published so closely after the end of the pe-
riod to which they refer, that I received those for the end of
December, 1848, here in England, before the beginning of
February.
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As specimens of a superior class of German booksellers’
Catalogues, I may mention:

1. Index Librorum Historiam Naturalem spectantium. By
W. Engelman. 8vo. Leipsic, 1846.

This Catalogue contains a classified list of works on general
Natural History, Zoology, and Paleontography, published
between 1700 and 1846. It is accompanied by a very full
Index of Authors and Subjects, and contains upwards of
10,000 titles. It is one of the most useful books of the kind,
but has the defect of separating the works published in Ger-
many from the others in each class.

This author has in the press a continuation, containing
the botanical books; and he has also published :

2. Bibliotheca Medico- Chirurgica et Anatomico- Physiologica,
Leipsic, 8vo, 1848, which is an Alphabetical Catalogue of
the Medical, Chirurgical, Anatomical, and Physiological
‘Works published in Germany between 1750 and 1847.
It is furnished with a very full Index of Subjects, and con-
tains about 17,000 titles of works.

As showing the importance which booksellers and publishers
here attach to the formation of Catalogues, it is hardly neces-
sary to state that most of the large publishing houses print lists
of works published during the month or year, and several
attach to them a Classified Index. Besides these are published
such works as the following: —

1. London Catalogue of Books published in Great Britain,
with their Sizes, Prices, and Publishers’ Names, from 1814
to 1846. By T. Hodgson.

This Catalogue is an Alphabetical List of Works, con-
taining between 36,000 and 37,000 titles. It is principally
intended for booksellers; but it is so generally useful, that,
when I lately sent for it from the Reading-room, I was
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begged to return it directly,  as it was in constant use there,
more than 100 times a day.”

2. Bibliotheca Londinensis: A Classified Index of the Litera-
ture of Great Britain during Thirty Years, arranged from,
and serving as a Key to, the London Catalogue of Books,
1814—1846, which contains the Title, Size, Price, and
Publisher’s Name of each work. 8vo. London, 1848.
This is a Classed Index to the former work by the same

publisher.

Besides these works and others of the same kind, as
Bent’s Register, Lowe's Annual Catalogue, &c., which are
printed by booksellers, there are Catalogues composed for the
use of Librarians and Book-collectors, containing bibliogra-
phical particulars, prices, &c.: —

1. Watt (Rob.): Bibliotheca Britannica: or a General Index of
the Literature of Great Britain and Ireland, Ancient and
Modern. 2 vols. 4to. 1819. '

The first volume contains the books arranged according to
the authors’ names, and the second according to the subjects.
A most useful work, but spoiled by having been copied
over many times before it was sent to press (see preface),
showing the danger of being over-particular before printing.

2. Lowndes (W. T.): The Bibliographer’s Manual of English
Literature, containing an Account of rare, curious, and
useful Books, published in, or relating to, Great Britain and
Ireland, from the Invention of Printing, §c. 2 vols. 8vo.
London, 1834. )
This work contains notices of upwards of 50,000 distinct

works. It is closely printed in two columns. The state of

the Reading-room copy shows how much it is used.

3. Kayser (C. G.): Index locupletissimus Librorum qui inde
ab Anno 1750, usque ad Annum 1832, in Germania et in
Terris confinibus prodierunt. 6 vols. 4to. Leipsic, 1834—
1836. Anda Sacheregister by Ludwig Schuman, 1 vol. 4to,
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Leipsic, 1838 ; being a classification of the works in the
" Alphabetical Catalogue.

There is a similar work by Heinsius, continued to 1841 by
Schultz. 4to. Leipsic, 1842 to 1848,

4. Querard (J. M.): La France Littéraire; ou Dictionnaire
Bibliographique des Savants, Historiens, et Gens de Lettres
de la France; ainsi que des Littérateurs étrangers qui ont
écrit en Frangaise, plus particuliérement pendant les X VIII
et XIX. Siécles. 10 vols. 8vo. Paris, 1830.
Supplements up to 1846 (2} vols.) have been published;

and another is printing. The Catalogue also contains refer-

ences to the Papers which the different authors have printed
in various Transactions, Journals, and other periodical publi-

cations. The names are followed by a short biography. M.

Querard was a bookseller’s assistant.

5. Brunet (J. C.): Manuel du Libraire et de T Amateur des
Livres, contenant: 1. un Nouveau Dictionnaire Bibliogra-
phique ; 2. une Table en Forme de Catalogue Raisonné, ou
sont classés methodiquement tous les Ouvrages indiqués dans le
Dictionnaire, et un grand Nombre dautres Ouvrages utiles
mais dun Prir ordinaire. 4 vols. 8vo. Paris, 1820. Third
Edition. Supplement to 1834. 3 vols. 8vo. Paris, 1834.
There is a new edition, 1842 to 1844. The edition of

1820 contains 17,743 titles.

6. Barbier (A. A.): Dictionnaire des Ouvrages anonymes et
pseudonymes, composés, traduits, ou publiés en Frangaise et en
Latine. Ed. 2. 4 vols. 8vo. 1822—1827.

The first edition appeared in 1806, and contained 12,403
titles, which, in the second, were increased to 23,647. It is
furnished with a very full Index.

There are many other such works, as those of Salva,
Melchi, Gamba, &c., but the above are the most useful.

If copies of the Catalogues of Lowndes, Watt, and Hodg-
son for English works, of Querard and Barbier for French
works, of Kayser for German works, of the Bodleian Library,
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and some of the other Catalogues quoted, were placed in the
Reading-room, with the books which are in the Museum Li-
brary marked on the margin, they would be exceedingly useful
to the readers until superseded by better.

The time occupied in marking the margin of these works
would be well spent, as it would point out the riches or poverty
of the collection with regard to modern literature, and give the
Keeper of the Library the power of knowing what are the
desiderata. But Lowndes's work is the only one of the
series kept on the shelves of the Reading-room, and that is
not marked.

These works, and others of the same kind in other depart-
ments of literature, offer great assistance to any person
employed in forming a Classed Catalogue of the works in the
British Museum, and to those also who might be employed
in making a list of the desiderata.

IIL. I do not think that the question which has been fre--
quently asked, whether a Classed Catalogue would sell enough
to pay its expenses, is important; for there can be no doubt
that it is quite as legitimate an object for the Trustees of the
Museum to expend a part of the annual grant (even if it
should yield no pecuniary return) in making the books in the
Library useful, as to expend it solely in the purchase of books
themselves.

On this subject, however, I may mention a few facts.

The high price which Dryander’s Catalogne always com-
mands shows both its use and the high estimation in which
it is held.

With regard to Engelman’s Catalogue, I believe there is
scarcely a zoologist of any attainments in this country who
does not consider its possession indispeneable, and its sale
must have been considerable.

Wood's Catalogue of Natural History Works has gone
through two editions, and is much sought after though very
imperfect, as are also the Catalogues of Bohn, Cochran, May-
nard, Salva, and other extensive dealers in second-hand books.
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or than an alphabetical index is for a systematic table of
contents to an extensive work. An Index to an Alphabe-
tical Catalogue with 500,000 entries should, to be useful,
be as large as the Catalogue itself, as most of the titles must
appear under many heads. It must, when published, form
only a single work, and, therefore, be costly; while the
Classed Catalogues might appear in Parts, so that each per-
son could, at a small expense, have the Catalogue of the
books of the subject he studies. The volume of subjects of
Watt’s Bibliotheca, which is the only extensive attempt of
the kind I have seen, is quite useless for any continued ob-
ject of study; hence such Indices have not been usually
adopted.

IV. With regard to the Time occupied in cataloguing
Books.

Mr. Panizzi bhas stated: ¢ I learned at the Royal Society,
where I worked by the number of titles, that I could
scarcely do 50 in 5 hours on an average” (that is, 10 per
hour). The payment being at the rate of £30 for each
thousand when printed and ready for publication, this was
at the rate of 6s. per hour. (See Rep. Select Camm. on B. M.,
ii. 40.)

Mr. Hartwell Horne observes, that ¢ from a careful esti-
mate, severally made by Messrs. Baber, Cary, and Horne, as
to the number of titles per diem which may be properly col-
lated and arranged in conformity to all the minutiz laid down
in the printed ¢ Outlines of a Library,’ it does not appear that
more than 60 articles per diem can be done,” that is, in 6
hours, or 10 per hour.

The late Mr. John Cochran stated to the Committee in
1836 (Rep. Comm. B. M., ii. 278.): * Some persons will do
more than others, and therefore it would depend a good deal
upon the talent of the persons employed upon it. Supposing
100 articles were catalogued by one person per day ; of course,
if ten persons were employed 1000 articles would be done.

In naming 100 articles per diem, I am speaking of printed
c3
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and the Inspector of the Reading-room is also Keeper of the
Archives of the Academy of Sciences. (Rep. Comm. B. M.
1836, ii. App. No. 10. p. 166.)

In this Library the Magazines and Journals, both German
and foreign, are placed in a room which is open to the
Professors and readers, and, as will be seen by the list of
officers, is under the special charge of an Inspector. If a
similar plan were adopted here, it would be a great boon to
all those who are desirous of knowing the daily progress of
any science or art.

2. The Royal Library of Dresden consists of 300,000
Volumes, 2,800 MSS., 182,000 Dissertations, and 20,000
Maps. It has a Reading-room open to 3000 readers, using
12,000 volumes annually.

There are employed in this Library 11 persons, viz.: 1
Chief Librarian, 2 Librarians, 2 Secretaries, 3 Assistants,
1 Clerk (Canzlist), 2 Attendants (Aufwérter).

15 partial Catalogues of different parts or collections con-
tained in this Library have been published.

In 1835 there appear to have been only 4 persons in charge
of the Library, one of whose posts was vacant. (Rep. Comm.
B. M. 1835, ii. 495.)

3. The University Library of Gdttingen consists of 400,000
Printed Books, and 5000 MSS. It has a Reading-room open
two days in the week.

There are employed 13 persons, viz.: 1 Librarian, 1
Under-Librarian, 4 Secretaries, 1 Keeper of the Engravings,
&c., 4 Supernumerary Assistants partially employed, and 2
Beadles (Bedell).

There have been printed 4 Catalogues of parts of this
collection.

4. The Royal State Library of Munich consists of 800,000
Volumes, viz.: 16,000 MSS., 13,000 Incunabula (Incuna-
beln), 250,000 Printed Books, 100,000 Dissertations, 300,000
Pamphlets (Broschuren). It has a Reading-room.

c4
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In the Almanach Royal for 1847, p. 1017., there is the
following account of the Libraries in Paris. That work
does not give the number of servants employed, but I have
added them as far as I could find them from the official
information sent to the Committee of the House of Com-
mons in 1835 and 1836, part of which was collected by
Mr. Panizzi. I may premise that it was long the system for
the literary and scientific men in France to hold many ap-
pointments with a small salary to each, so that they could
only bestow a small part of their time on the duties of any
one office. By a late regulation the same person is not al-
lowed to hold more than three places under government at
the same time.

8. The Royal Library of Paris contains, besides a collection
of Printed Books and Maps, a collection of MSS., Engrav-
ings, Medals, and Antiquities of various kinds.

It is divided into four departments, viz.: 1. Printed Books;
2. MSS.; 3. Medals and Antiquities; 4. Engravings, Maps
and Plans (the Maps and Plans in the British Museum are
kept with the Printed Books). In the department of Printed
Books of this Library there are employed 5 persons, viz.:
2 Conservators, and 3 Assistant-Conservators. There is a
Reading-room attached, open daily from 10 to 3.

According to the information furnished to the Committee
in 1835, this Library then contained 700,000 volumes of
Books, and 80,000 MSS.; and the Printed Books had then
2 Conservators, 2 Assistant-Conservators, and 10 Servants.
(See Rep. Comm. B. M. 1835, i. 557.)

9. The Mazarin Library of Paris contains 150,000
Volumes, including the MSS. and Tracts. It is under the
care of 10 persons, viz.: 1 Director, 1 Assistant-Director,
3 Conservators, 2 Librarians, 2 Assistant-Librarians, and
1 Treasurer and Secretary.

According to the Rep. Comm. B. M. 1835, i. p. 525. 557.
there were then 1 Director, 5 Conservators, 2 Assist-
ant-Librarians, and 5 Servants; and the Library contained
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In a Report presented to parliament this year (1849), it is
stated that ¢ the number of volumes in the British Museum
Library, at the end of 1848, was about 435,000, and 10,221
maps, charts, and plans.”

The following Table, extracted from the Report of Mr.
Panizzi on Foreign Public Libraries, shows the number of
Volumes and of Persons employed in 1835 or 1836 (see Rep.
Select Comm. B. M. 1836, ii. 545, 546.), which differs in
some cases from the number now employed, as given in the
preceding pages: —

Library. Printed Vols. MS. Vols, Officers. Servants. Total.
Basle - - - 60,000 —_ 3 2 5
Berlin - - - 320,000 10,000 9 3 12
Berne - - - 36,000 —_ 4 1 5
Bruxelles - - 140,000 10,000 1 1 2
Buda, Univ. - - 65,000 —_— 5 1 6

Szech. - - 20,000 — 2 1 3
Cassel - - 85,000 1,200 3 ? —
Copenhagen - - 400,000 15,000 7 2 9
Dresden - - 250,000 2,700 5 2 7
Florence, Palat. - 70,000 —_ 2 1 3

Magliab. - 140,000 12,000 4 4 8

Riccard. - 55,000 3,500 2 1 3

Marucell. 35,000 —_— 2 1 3
Frankfort - - 50,000 500 4 1 5
Geneva - - 32,000 J— 3 2 5
Gottingen - - 200,000 1,500 12 2 14
Hague - - 100,000 — 3 1 4
Leyden - - 70,000 —_ 4 1 5
Lisbon - - - 51,000 — 19 5 24
Madrid - - 121,000 —_ 7 10?2 17
Milan, Brera - 200,000 —_ 7 5 12

Amb. - - 100,000 4,633 8 2 10
Munich - - 500,000 —_ ? ? —
Naples - - 166,000 — 15 4 19
Orleans - - 30,000 _ 1 1 2
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- Library. Printed Vols.  MS, Vols. Officers. Servants. Total.
Paris, Roy. - - 650,000 80,000 22 12 34*
——— Arsenal - 200,000 6,000 8 (6) —_
—— St. Génévieve 200,000 3,500 13 2 15

Mazarin - 100,000 3,437 8 8 16
——— Instit. - - 90,000 — 3 ? _—
Parma - - - 82,000 3,000 5 4 9
Prague - - 90,000 3,000 5 4 9
Turin - - - 85,000 2,250 5 4 9
Venice (1833) - 85,602 — 3 3 6
Vienna - - 300,000 16,000 8 4 12
Wolfenbiittel - 140,000 —_ 2 1 3

To these I may add (according to the regulations in 1848):

British Museum - 435,000 — 27 31 58
London Library - 40,000 — 1 3 4

The British Museum Library offers several peculiarities,
mostly tending to abridge the labour of the - persons in
the Library who supply the books to the readers. It is
solely a Library of Printed Books; that is to say, it and
the collection of MSS. are perfectly separate departments,
which I think a great improvement, and one that has as-
sisted in making the collection of MSS. so rich; while, in the
Bodleian and several other English Libraries and almost all
the Continental Libraries I have named, the Printed Books and
MSS. are under the same officers; and the charge of the
Engravings and Drawings, which in the British Museum
also form a separate department, is, in the Berlin and other
Libraries, considered part of the duties of the Librarian. (See
also, in confirmation of my own experience, Panizzi on Foreign
Libraries, Rep. Select Comm. Brit Mus. 1835, i. 547.)

In like manner, in the British Museum, the manage-
ment of the Reading-room is also under the charge of a sepa-
rate department from that of the Keeper of the Printed Books,

® This is for the whole establishment, including manuscripts, prints, and
antiquities: the number for the printed books only is 4 officers and 10 servants.
(See Rep. Comm. B. M., i. 557.)
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who has only to supply to it the printed books asked for by
the readers; while in the Bodleian Library, and in most
others in England, and in all on the Continent that I have
seen, the Reading-room is under the direction and manage-
ment of the Librarians, and, wherever the books are allowed
to circulate, they have the charge of that duty also.

The Museum Library is the only one which has come
under my experience, in which the Librarian thinks it neces-
sary to keep a register of all the works consulted by each
reader. I do not see any useful purpose such a register can
answer; but at the same time I know, from the experience of
the Zoological Department, that if I kept a register of the
specimens examined and consulted by each visitor, or if it were
suspected that I kept an accurate account of what they con-
sulted, it would drive away at least two thirds of the persons
who now use the collections. The keeping of this register
is a recent regulation, and is one of the causes of delay in the
delivery of the books to the readers.

The British Museum Library is likewise the only one I am
acquainted with where the readers in the Reading-room are
required to copy the title from the Catalogue; and to mark
on the ticket the place of publication, the size, and the date
of publication of the work they require, together with the
press-mark which indicates the series of shelves, the number
of the shelf, and the exact position, with regard to other
books, which the book they want occupies on the shelf of the
Library.

I have visited many of the Public Libraries on the Con-
tinent, and in all of them the finding of the work required
by the reader in the Catalogue, and of its place in the Library,
is considered to be the duty of the Librarians. In three
fourths of the Foreign Libraries the readers simply ask for the
works they require, and in this way I have always procured
those I asked for. (See, on this subject, Mr. Panizzi’s ob-
servations above referred to, p.553.) Indeed, I have not seen
a single Library where a Catalogue of the Library marked
with the place of the book is accessible to the reader.  The
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given that reference, if it be wrong, it may be wrong because
it is incorrectly put, and then we must answer for it; but if it
be the fault of the reader, although I could find the book, I would
upon principle return the ticket, because all the other readers
are inconvenienced by the carelessness of this one, and the
returning the ticket would be the best mode of securing
attention. By these means we shall save much time, and re-
move much of the inconvenience now complained of by the
readers.”

This system was brought into action in 1837, immediately
after Mr. Panizzi succeeded Mr. Baber; but it is liable, in
my opinion, to serious objections. In the first place, it throws
considerable trouble on the reader, which properly belongs
to, and can be much more easily performed by, a person used
to the occupation and belonging to the Library. Secondly,
it precludes the reader from obtaining any works but those
which are entered in the Catalogue, and it is well known that
the Catalogues are very much in arrear; consequently no
person can procure any work in the Reading-room which
has not been in the Museum for at least a year, and probably
more,

Sir Harris Nicolas states that he at first thought the system
an improvement, but, after some years’ experience, he found
thatit was a great obstruction. See his pamphlet entitled
« Animadversions on the Library and Catalogues of the
British Museum. London, 8vo. 1846.” '

The first paragraph which I have printed in italics in the
above quotation is not consistent with the present system ; for,
instead of the attendant going direct with that ticket to
the place where the book is, and carrying it to the Reading-
room immediately,” by the system introduced in 1844 or
1845, since that evidence was given and since Sir Harris
Nicolas’s approval of the system was written, the attendants
have a number of ceremonies to go through, which greatly
obstruct the passage of the book to the reader. I suspect that
it was the result of these ceremonies which partly caused Sir
H. Nicolas’s change of opinion, although the other portions of
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From the increase that has recently taken place, it is ex-
pected that by the 30th of April, 1849, fully 44,000 volumes
will have been issued, that is to say, at the average of 146
per day throughout the year.

To arrange, catalogue, keep in order, and select the addi-
tions, to give out and receive back the works, and to attend
the reading-room, require 4 persons, viz.: a Secretary and
Librarian (Mr. Cochrane), 2 Assistants, and a little boy to
do the dirty work ; until lately there was only one assistant.

2. The Greenwich Society for the Diffusion of useful
Knowledge.— The Library of this Society now consists of
between 6000 and 7000 volumes.

Between March 25.

»

”»
Sept. 24.
January
January
July
January
July
January

Vols.

1839 and Sept. 24. were issued 442

1840 » 24,
1841 » 24.
1842 and Dec. 30.
1842 and June
1843 and June
1843 and Dec. 30.
1844 and June
1844 and Dec. 30.
1845 and June

»

»

»

1,110
2,135
1,700
4,114
6,012

10,446

13,500

21,600

20,000

The issues have much increased since these returns. They
now issue on each Saturday or Monday about 200 volumes,
and the weekly average is about 800.

The following are the issues in the weeks beginning the

4th of Dec. 1848, and 5th of Feb. 1849: —

Monday, Dec. 4. 1848, 128

Tuesday
‘Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Total -

Vols.

115
111
101
137
201

793

Daily average 132

D

Feb. 5. 1849,

Vols.
192
100
165
112
172
223

964

160
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ther employ fewer persons than are employed in the British
Museum for the Printed Books alone. On the other hand,
in all the great Continental Museums, instead of there being
only a single keeper, with a few assistants, for what is con-
sidered in the British Museum as, 1. the Antiquarian, 2. the
Mineralogical, 3. the Zoological, and 4. the Botanical De-
partments, each of these is divided into two or more separate
departments, baving an officer at the head and a separate
staff. Thus what in the Museum is called the Antiquarian
Department is considered in Berlin as nine separate depart-
ments, employing 18 officers and 25 servants (see Report
Sel. Comm. B. M., ii. App. No. 10. 138. 159.); at Munich
as three separate departments, viz., 1. Coins and Medals,
2. Antiquities, 3. Ethnographical Collections (see Rep. Sel.
Comm. B. M., ibid, p. 32.). In Paris there are a keeper or
conservator for the Greek and Roman, and a second keeper
for the Egyptian and Pheenician Antiquities; the Coins and
Medals forming in a separate department. In Dresden there
are a director of Antiquities, a second director for the Me-
dals, and a third for the Ethnographical Collection. The
Zoological Department of the British Museum alone con-
stitutes four separate departments in Paris (indeed five, if
the Osteological Collection is included), and three depart-
ments in Berlin; and similar arrangements will be found to
prevail elsewhere.

VII. Great additions have undoubtedly been made to the
collection of Books, especially since the larger Treasury grant
of 1846 ; but, as far as my experience has gone, more atten-
tion has been paid to the acquisition of rare and costly works,
early printed books, and large paper and vellum copies, and
generally to procuring a large number of works with the
remainder of the money, than to care in their selection or in
completing the more useful and scientific works in the Li-
brary.

Mr. Panizzi, before the Select Committee on the British
Museum, in 1836, distinctly advocated this preference of rare
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most emphatically, to declare that nothing but a strong sense
of the duty which I owe to that Department could have in-
duced me (unpractised as I am in controversial writing, and
unwilling as I am to engage in it) to take up my pen on the
present occasion. This and my former Letter to your Lord-
ship are written in the interest of a Department sacri-
ficed by the Treasury minute, which I have already quoted,
to the aggrandisement of the Department of Printed Books ;
of a Department the expulsion of which from the British
Museum has been a long cherished and openly avowed
object of the Keeper of the Printed Books ; of a Department
the duties of which are obstructed by the acknowledged pre-
ference given by that Keeper to rare and costly, over modern
and useful, books, by the want of a sufficient Catalogue of the
existing books, and by the impediments opposed to their ready
accessibility. Every private and personal sentiment would
have induced me to remain silent, if an overwhelming sense of
public duty had not compelled me to speak out ; and it is a
sincere gratification to me, that, in so speaking of what I
cannot help regarding as grievous errors in judgment on the
part of a brother-officer, the pain which I naturally expe-
rience is not embittered by the smallest infusion of personal
feeling.

Trusting your Lordship will excuse any inelegance of
style, or deficiency of arrangement, allow me to subscribe
myself,

Your Lordship’s
Most obedient servant,

JOoHN EDWARD GRAY.

To the Right Honourable
The EARL of ELLESMERE.
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